
 

                                                        Planning Report 2021/22 

 

The past planning year has been, and still is, dominated by one particular story. The so-

called Greenwoods proposals for a major development on land between Silsoe and 

Barton. The original outline application was for almost 4,000 houses, a new business 

park, schools, and other facilities, effectively amounting to a new small town. Needless 

to say, the Council immediately contacted the Planning Officer concerned and began 

to publicise the proposals to the community. Unsurprisingly there has been a huge 

reaction and an action group was set-up by two residents from Lower Gravenhurst to 

co-ordinate the strong objections to the plans. The council engaged with this group 

and took part in zoom meetings to discuss the best way forward and also submitted 

our own strong formal objection to the Planning Officer. Fortunately, she shared our 

significant concerns and issued a detailed and robust refusal to the developers. Sadly, 

at the time of writing, I have to report that a new application is imminent. In addition, 

the Planning Officer, who we have built a very productive relationship with will no 

longer be involved in the project. We have yet to discover who her replacement is but 

we will be closely monitoring the situation and will keep everyone informed of any 

developments. 

 

Another major planning application affecting the village which has yet to be 

determined is that for a retirement village next to the existing Taymer Nursing Home. 

This will consist of 165 dwellings for those aged 55 or over and the facility will provide 

a level of care for residents. There will also be a gymnasium and coffee shop. The 

Council again engaged with the developers early on and took part in a zoom meeting 

to discuss their proposals. We made very clear our significant concerns regarding  

increased traffic through the village and the serious safety issues surrounding access 

from the adjacent roundabout. In addition we voiced our worries that the gym and 

refreshment facilities would be in direct competition with our own provision at the 

Sports Centre. The existing Taymer Nursing Home also contacted us to voice their 

objections and this was all communicated to the Planning Officer in a formal request 

for refusal. Much has been made of the need for elderly residential care and it is 

understood that Central Beds Council are under pressure to provide such facilities but 

the overall opinion was that this is not the best location to place such a large scale 

development. 

 

 

 



 

 

Elsewhere in the village the Hayfield development on the High Street is progressing 

towards completion. The Council has been keeping a close eye on things, in particular, 

the outward appearance of the site. I am pleased to report that the large amount of 

debris turning the ditch on the High Street boundary into and eyesore has been 

cleared. Frustratingly, the limit to Hayfield’s responsibility actually ends midway 

through the ditch and we are in the process of asking Central Beds to clear the 

remainder. Questions also continue regarding the provision of street lighting both at 

the entrance to the development and within. These will hopefully be addressed very 

soon. 

 

Finally, I also have to report there is another significant issue that undoubtedly will 

affect the village in the future namely the proposed changes to Clophill roundabout. 

Consultations are on-going and we have voiced our very real concerns about how 

traffic will be managed during the works. We already have significant problems with 

drivers using the rat-run cut through from the A 507 along Ampthill Rd and through the 

village. We anticipate this will become unsustainable if the A6 access to the 

roundabout is closed. We are due to have meetings with Central beds to discuss this 

and will keep residents informed via social media and the village magazine. 

 

As ever, if you have any concerns regarding any planning issues, please don’t hesitate 

to contact the Council. All the information you need is on our website. 


